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202308 THARISA UNDERGROUND EXPANSION PROJECT - PUBLIC MEETING FOR THE REVIEW OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

Venue: Lapologang Village (Sports Ground) 

Date: Friday, 10 February 2024 @14:00 

 Name Organisation Email address 

Attendees present: 

Mpho Manyabe (MM) 
Fanny Mabasa (FM) 
Romeo Mpofu (RM) 
Rudzani Mabaso (RMa) 
Bongani Nkuna (BN) 
Cllr. John Salang (Cllr JS) 
Lucky Ngweng (LG) 
Thabo Njiji (TN) 
Paul Du Plessis (PD) 
Steve Thabane (ST) 
Amos Muntu Gwebu (AMG) 
Mjobo Mfundiso 
Asanda Nkwenkwe 
Menzi Nyampi 
Thabang Lethalebang 
Nonki Matlotleng 
Motlalepule 
Khumalo Dinah 
Vuyelwa Nyameni 
Lebogang Modisane 
Kenewe Moyo 
Smith 
Matseke 
Busisiwe Tserema 
Fransina Lobese 
Amet 
Molatlhegimokwena 
Nelly Chawe 
Mathuso Ntaote 
Elias Ndlovu 
Hendrick Phosisi 
Ernest Mazumo 
Abram Sibanda 
Jan Mokgweng 

Manyabe Consultancy (MC) 
MC 
MC 
MC 
Tharisa Minerals (Pty) Ltd (Tharisa) 
Ward Councillor 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member  
Community Member  
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member  
Community Member  
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
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Lerato Sello 
Lungile Janase 
Sephachana Relebohile 
Sephachana Mamosoeu 
Selina Phete 
Rejoice Morobisi 
Ouma Setsemi 
Dinah Skozana 
George Mogale 
Gerald Chesayn 
Agnes Chake 
Mamahaomahao 
David Tserema 
Daniel Masela 
Albert 
Kedibone Mogale 
Ana Maria 
Masina N 
Jeffry Thabaneng 
Andile 
Shephard Mampuru 
Pinky Moshate 
Natasha du Plessis 
Bongani Khomola 
Lebo Mpanti 
Lebogang Morobisi 
Rosinah Maimane 
Zachariah Malesane 
Bruce Baloyi 
Rethabile Sogaxase 
Lindiwe Modise 
Lebogang Vanwyk 
Euoue Maphosa 
Onicca Masigo 
Kediemetse Mashori 
Emily Lekaoto 
Smangele Dube 
Dorah Maphane 
Shameyn Digasu 
Thandi Maphane 
Phasha Dorah 

Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member  
Community Member  
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member  
Community Member  
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member  
Community Member  
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member  
Community Member  
Community Member 



3 

Ntombi Mosheshe 
Molemo Ipeleng 
Grace Ncheche 
Thabo Mmula 
Mathaola Tebogo 
Siphesihle Mileka 
Sebake Patrick 
Thabang Modisa 
Elvis Maine 
Abel Victor 
Ben Motsile 
Timmy Pikhotso 
Thomas Hlongwani 
Sam Marabe 
Martin Rampoli 
Tshepo Jowas 
Sibusiso Konco 
Yamkela Sogiba 
Lebogang  Sello 
Victor Moseo 
K.I Mothwane 

Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member  
Community Member  
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 

Apologies: None 

Objectives of the meeting: 

• To formally present the Draft Scoping Report, with the intention of providing the broader public with an opportunity to obtain more information and also to 
provide input on the project.  

• Allowing stakeholders an opportunity to interact with MC, to discuss the issues concerning the project’s Draft Scoping Report, which was made available for 
public review from Friday, 09 February 2024 to Monday, 11 March 2024.  

AGENDA ITEMS ACTION 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION Cllr. JS and BN 

The Ward Councillor (Cllr. JS) welcomed all attendees to the meeting. BN introduced himself and the MC team. 

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE MEETING Cllr. JS, BN and MM 

The objectives of the meeting are as detailed above. 

3. DISCUSSION  ALL 

MM presented the project in both English and Setswana. 

LG asked the following questions: 

• When will the project be commenced with? 

• What will happen to the existing infrastructure? 

• How will the community benefit with respect to job opportunities? 
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MM responded as follows: 

• There will be two (2) supporting infrastructure areas at East and West Mine. The underground mining for West pit will start operating by 2025 and the East pit by 2030. That will be dependent 
on when the Department of Minerals Resources and Energy (DMRE) and the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) issue approvals. 

• The existing infrastructure will remain, for as long as the mine is still operational. Only on closure, will the infrastructure be decommissioned. The regularly updated Closure and Rehabilitation 
Plan does detail what the end lend use will be. 

• There are about 250 job opportunities that have been estimated to be created for labourers during construction. 

Thabo Njiji requested for MC not to speak on behalf of Tharisa. 

Cllr. JS pleaded with the community members to remain, so that there could be further discussions regarding the proposed project. He further requested that MC be given an opportunity to finish 
the presentation. 

PD raised the following comments/ concerns: 

• Will the underground mining activities have an impact on his property and the community at large? He indicated that he has access to underground water (borehole) and needed to know if 
he would be impacted. 

• What would Tharisa offer in cases where he would not be able to access water from the borehole due to the proposed mining activities.  

• He indicated that the communities’ infrastructure (roads)s is currently used by Tharisa by trucks, and therefore Tharisa must service such infrastructure.  

MM’s response was as follows: 

• The Draft Scoping Report is currently being reviewed by the public, which has identified potential impacts which could emanate from the proposed underground project. There are currently 
specialist studies that are underway and one of them is the Ground Water Impact Assessment Study which will look at the current water users and establish how much of water is used 
downstream currently. The specialists will be able to establish how much will be remaining for the downstream users. The idea is not to impact on the accessibility by downstream users. 

BN added that in cases were access to water becomes an issue due to the proposed project’s activities, Tharisa will investigate alternatives to remedy the situation through negotiations.  

Thabo Njiji raised the following comments/ concerns:  

• There have been a lot of promises by Tharisa. One of them being the relocation of community members. Tharisa has a list of what they must do for the community from the DMRE. The 
document must first be brought to the community. The proposed underground project is the third project from which the community members will not be benefitting. The mine is making a 
lot of money but does not assist the community members. He additionally requested for Tharisa to refrain from having to request for Grade 12 certificates from job seekers, as most of the 
youth left school in order to provide for their families. Tharisa employs people from Mpumalanga Province, instead of upskilling surrounding communities. 

• A grievance was submitted to the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS). Drinking potable water from Maditlhokwa is dirty, and the community members are often sick. For that reason, 
Maditlhokwa community members are sourcing water from Lapologang, which in turn affects Lapologang community members.   

• Tharisa must stop coming to the community to obtain signatures. Tharisa must emancipate the youth by taking them to tertiary institutions so that they can be employable.  

• The project has probably been commenced with.  

MM noted the comments and indicated that Phase 2 of the project has not yet been implemented. 

ST raised the following concerns: 
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• Tharisa won in 2023, an award relating to safety and health. Tharisa failed with the opencast mining, and hence now they want to transition to the underground mining because want to 
refrain from having to relocate community members, as it was initially the plan. When Tharisa gets approved for the proposed underground mining, the community members would not be 
able to see the activities underground. It is not clear as to whether MC supports the community members or Tharisa. 

AMG asked for BN and MC to leave so that the community members would have time to discuss the matter amongst themselves. 

4. CLOSURE Cllr JS 

• Cllr JS closed the meeting at 16:00.   

 
 
Mpho Manyabe                   
Managing Director: Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd           
 
 
 
Rudzani Mabaso (Compiler) 
Senior Administrator: Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd 
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202308 THARISA UNDERGROUND EXPANSION PROJECT - PUBLIC MEETING FOR THE REVIEW OF THE DRAFT SCOPING REPORT 

Venue: Maditlhokwa Village 

Date: Friday, 10 February 2024 @12:00 

 Name Organisation Email address 

Attendees present: 

Mpho Manyabe (MM) 
Fanny Mabasa (FM) 
Romeo Mpofu (RM) 
Rudzani Mabaso (RMa) 
Bongani Nkuna (BN) 
Cllr. John Salang (Cllr JS) 
Lucky Ngweng (LG) 
Lydia 
Kwetsi 
Violet Masina 

Manyabe Consultancy (MC) 
MC 
MC 
MC 
Tharisa Minerals (Pty) Ltd (Tharisa) 
Ward Councillor 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 
Community Member 

 

Apologies: None 

Objectives of the meeting: 

• To formally present the Draft Scoping Report, with the intention of providing the broader public with an opportunity to obtain more information and also to 
provide input on the project.  

• Allowing stakeholders an opportunity to interact with MC, to discuss the issues concerning the project’s Draft Scoping Report, which was made available for 
public review from Friday, 09 February 2024 to Monday, 11 March 2024.  

AGENDA ITEMS ACTION 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION Cllr. JS and BN 

The Ward Councillor (Cllr. JS) welcomed all attendees to the meeting. BN introduced himself and the MC team. 

2. OBJECTIVES OF THE MEETING Cllr. JS, BN and MM 

The objectives of the meeting are as detailed above. 

3. DISCUSSION  ALL 

Lydia raised the following comments/ concerns: 

• The municipality representatives must be present to discuss the environmental impacts experienced by the community members. The Ward Councillor must not be deceived.  

• A meeting must be held with Tharisa, the Ward Councillor and the municipality representatives, to discuss the project.  

• The attendance register will not be signed. 

Kwetsi raised the following comments/ concerns: 

• An agenda for the meeting must first be presented before the meeting can proceed. 

• An update of the opencast report that was compiled in 2008 must be provided prior to MC presenting the proposed underground project. 

Cllr. JS responded as follows: 

• The agenda has been outlined.  
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• The processes being followed by MC on behalf of Tharisa are legislated under the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act. 2002 (Act No. 28 of 2002) (MPRDA). 

• Tharisa understand the dynamics of Maditlhokwa as the community’s migration dates back in 2011, and hence there is trust by the community members towards the mine.  

• It would be impossible for Tharisa to introduce new projects when the communities are not developing.  

• Digby Wells Environmental conducted the relocation survey. Findings of the report still need to be communicated to the community members.  

• Digby Wells Environmental also presented the Smelter Project. Progress on the project is still to be communicated to the community members. 

• Tharisa must participate in youth empowerment to enable them to have skills to be able to work at the mine.  

• The affected communities will not continue assisting Tharisa with acquiring approvals, yet the communities are suffering.  

Violet Masina raised the following comment/ concern: 

• Unless the youth get permanent jobs from Tharisa, the community members will not allow for the proposed project to successfully be implemented.  

Cllr. JS pleaded with the community members to give MC a chance to present the project. 

The meeting was disrupted as violence ensued.  

4. CLOSURE Cllr JS 

• Cllr JS closed the meeting at 13:30.   

 
 
Mpho Manyabe                   
Managing Director: Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd           
 
 
 
Rudzani Mabaso (Compiler) 
Senior Administrator: Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd 


