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PREFACE

Section 41 of Government Notice Regulation (GNR.) No. 982 in Government Gazette No. 38202 (04 December
2014) of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, 2014, as amended, promulgated in terms of
Section 24(5) and 44 of the of the National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), as
amended (NEMA), makes provision for comments from Interested and Affected Parties (I&APSs) to be recorded
in reports and plans, and such written comments, including responses to such comments, are attached to the
reports and plans that are submitted to the competent authorities [in this case, the Gauteng Department of
Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment (GDARDE)].

This report constitutes the Comments and Responses Report (CRR) which captures the issues raised by
stakeholders during the notice of intent to apply for rectification processes of the unlawful commencement of
listed activities on Portion 22 and 23 of the Farm Elandsfontein 412IR, Heidelberg, within the Lesedi Local
Municipality.

As part of the announcement, notification letters with appended registration sheets were sent to all identified
I&APs. Two (2) site notices were erected at places conspicuous to and accessible by the public along the study
area. One (1) newspaper advertisement was placed in the Heidelberg Heraut newspaper on Wednesday, 12
June 2024. The natification documentation was published on Wednesday, 12 June 2024. Comments that were
received from stakeholders are captured in the CRR as it is not a static document but is however updated as
and when comments are received. This report will be updated as the notice of intent to apply for rectification
process unfolds.



Table 1: Comments received on the notice of intent to appl
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STAKEHOLDERS
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ORGANISATION

for rectification process.

SOURCE & DATE

RESPONSE BY MC

OF THE I&AP

a) Transnet indicated that their pipelines will not be affected by the Transnet Email received on 13 a) Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
project and expressed appreciation for the application's awareness of Mr MT (Thami) June 2024 from Transnet via an email on 13 June 2024.
the existence of Transnet's pipeline servitudes and concern for their Hadebe
integrity. Transnet indicated their authorisation shall be valid for 48 | Tel: 031 361 1454
months from the date of receipt of the email, i.e. 13 June 2024. Email:
Thami.Hadebe@tran
snet.net
b) Norah Mathonsi from Liquid Tech indicated that she was out of the Liquid Tech Email received on 13 b) Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
office for wayleaves, with limited access to emails and will provide a Email: June 2024 from Liquid Tech via an email on 13 June 2024.
response when back online. Norah.Mathonsi@liq
uid.tech
c) Rand Water requested to be provided with the shape files (kmz files), Rand Water Email received on 13 c) Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
Locality map and Application in order to determine if Rand Water Natalie Koneight June 2024 from Rand Water on 13 June 2024. Rand Water
services would be affected. Secretary - Nursery- was made aware that the Public Participation
CD Process (PPP) conducted was only the
Tel: 011 724 9366 Preliminary PPP as per Regulation 8 of the
Fax: 011900 2108 Section 24G Fine Regulations (2017), which is a
Email: prerequisite prior to submission of a Section 24G
nkoneigh@randwater Application to GDARDE. Therefore, the
.€0.za Application was not available at that stage as no
submission has been made to the GDARDE. Rand
Water was advised that an application will be
made available in due course. Rand Water was
provided with the shape files (kmz files) and the
Locality map on 13 June 2024.
d) Rand Water provided a stamped letter via an email on 14 June 2024 Rand Water Email received on 14 d) Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
indicating that their services will not be affected. Natalie Koneight June 2024 from Rand Water on 14 June 2024.
Secretary - Nursery-
CD
Tel: 011 724 9366
Fax: 011 900 2108
Email:
nkoneigh@randwater
.C0.Za
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e) The Gauteng Department of Human Settlement (GDHuS) requested | Gauteng Department | Email received on 13 e) Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
additional clarity on the type of project planned at the site. of Human Settlement | June 2024 from the GDHuS and provided further clarity on the
(GDHuS) project on 14 June 2024,
Solly Mastose
Email:
Solly.Matsose@gaut
eng.gov.za
f)  The Gauteng Department of Human Settlement (GDHuS) requested | Gauteng Department | Email received on 14 f) The email was acknowledged by Manyabe
not to be included as part of the Interested and Affected Parties on the | of Human Settlement | June 2024 Consultancy on 14 June 2024 and the GDHuS
project via an email on 14 June 2024. (GDHuS) was thanked for participating in the preliminary
Solly Mastose public participation process.
Email:
Solly.Matsose@gaut
eng.gov.za
g) Link Africa provided a stamped letter on 16 June 2024 indicating that Link Africa Email received on 16 g) Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
their services will not be affected. Gladys June 2024 from Link Africa on 18 June 2024.
Email:
Link.COJ@linkafrica.
c0.za
h) Riette Combrink, an adjacent landowner, requested to be registered | Adjacent Landowner | Email received on 19 h) Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
as Interested and Affected Party for the project on 19 June 2024. Riette Combrink June 2024 from Riette Combrink and Riette Combrink was
Tel: 084 415 8516 / registered as an I&AP on 19 June 2024.
072 255 9929
Email:
riette@activebrand.c
o.za/
frik@coffeetechce.co
2a
i) A second email was received from Riette Combrink on 02 July 2024. | Adjacent Landowner | Email received on 02 i) Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
The following comments were raised: Riette Combrink July 2024 from Riette Combrink and responded via an email
Tel: 084 4158516 / on 03 July 2024. The response provided by
“During the summer months the natural flow of the fountains runs from portions 072 2559929 Manyabe Consultancy is as follows:
22 & 23 through to potion 21 then portion 19 and portion 20 — where we are Email:
located — the natural fountains feeds our dams from which our animal/ live stock | riette@activebrand.c “Kindly note we as the appointed Environmental
drink from as well as irrigation for our vegetables during the summer months — o.za/ Assessment Practitioners (EAP) are undertaking an
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if there is a dam gathering all the water will there still be an overflow which comes
to our side in order to feed our dams otherwise it is going to run dry as is already
the problem during the winter months.

All the properties at Elandsfontein consists of a natural wetland - if the water is
going to be blocked all the natural small animals surviving in the wetland will
surely die.

Kindly inform us as to what the status of the dam will be as this will surely affect
our properties as it is running at present.”

frik@coffeetechce.co
za

application for rectification in terms of Section 24G of the
National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107
of 1998), as amended (NEMA) . As this project involves
activities within close proximity to watercourses (within 500m
from the boundary of a wetland), we have also lodged an
application for a Water Use License (WULA) with the
custodians of watercourses, the Department of Water and
Sanitation (DWS).We have undertaken a site inspection as
well as an environmental screening exercise for the site and
concluded that Dam 1 which is located at the entrance of the
site, might not be within a wetland. However, as part of both
application processes, we as the appointed EAP together
with the respective authorities, will be assessing the impact
of the constructed dams on the surrounding watercourses
and environment. We will also provide recommendations
and mitigation measures to ensure that all identified impacts
will be minimised. The applications will include all comments
received from Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) as
well as the identified impacts and mitigation measures
provided by us as the appointed EAP. The applications will
be submitted to the Competent Authorities which is the
Gauteng Department of Agriculture, Rural Development and
Environment (GDARDE) and DWS, for a decision regarding
the project.

The client also advised that upon acquiring the farm, the old
culverts and concrete pipes that were used to transfer the
overflow water from the existing dam to the neighbouring
properties on the North side, was damaged. The client
constructed a new concrete overflow channel at the
Northeast dam to allow the overflow of water from the dam
to be transferred to the neighbouring properties. This
structure ensures the flow of natural water from one property
to another.”
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j)  Riette Combrink further sent a follow-up email on 02 July 2024, noting
that the wetlands at Elandsfontein are a protected area for the small
hedgehogs and a certain plant that grows only in that area and these
need to be protected.

Adjacent Landowner
Riette Combrink
Tel: 084 415 8516 /
072 2559929
Email:
riette@activebrand.c
o.za/
frik@coffeetechcc.co
zZa

Email received on 02
July 2024

J)  Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
from Riette Combrink on 02 July 2024. Refer to the
response above, for the response provided to
Riette Combrink.

k) Mrs. Amanda Botha and Mr. J.H Botha, adjacent landowners, raised
the following comments:

“ would like to know what effect this will have on our boreholes. How deep will
he make the dam with a license and how big the dams will be? My land is located
at higher ground and my borehole depths are 9 metres, 16 meters and 25
metres. If he makes the dam deeper, how will he be able to determine the depth
of the water in the groundwater reservoir/vein or whether the dam is on the
groundwater reservoir/vein? Currently, there is no water coming out from the
ground. Could it be that the dam is on the groundwater reservoir/vein? There
are 8 boreholes that lie in a line where he has finished excavating the dam. The
dam lies on a water line. | also don't know if the dam is up to standard. However,
our knowledge is limited in that respect. The dam was only leveled with shovels.
The water usually ran down the road with the rain and flowed away before the
dam was there. There is a dam embankment that prevents the water from
flowing away. Water may pond in the road. This road is the only way in and out
of my house. What if the dam breaks and | cannot drive there? We are also
concerned that the strength of our boreholes will weaken if he digs deeper dams.
The water will first fill his dam before feeding other boreholes. Any influence on
water quality?”

Adjacent Landowner
Mrs. Amanda Botha
and Mr. J.H Botha:
Tel: 082972 3165/
082 965 8953
Email:
rosslee.amanda@gm
ail.com/
bothabuks032.bb@g
mail.com

Email received on 04
July 2024

k) Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
from Amanda Botha and Mr. J.H Botha and
responded via an email on 09 July 2024. The
response provided by Manyabe Consultancy is as
follows:

“As per your request in your comments with regards to the
capacities of the dam, the dams have a combined water
storage capacity of approximately 112,5m3. The dimensions
of the two dams are as follows:

. 10m (Length) X 10m (Width) x 1m (Depth) = 100m3
. 2,5m (Width) X 10m (Length) x 0,5m (Depth) =
12,5m3

The combined capacity is 100m3 + 12,5m3= 112,5m3

Furthermore, kindly note we as the appointed Environmental
Assessment Practitioners (EAP) are undertaking an
application for rectification in terms of Section 24G of the
National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107
of 1998), as amended (NEMA) . As this project involves
activities within close proximity to watercourses (within 500m
from the boundary of a wetland), we have also lodged an
application for a Water Use License (WULA) with the
custodians of watercourses, the Department of Water and
Sanitation (DWS). We have undertaken a site inspection as
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well as an environmental screening exercise for the site and
concluded that Dam 1 which is located at the entrance of the
site, might not be within a wetland. However, as part of both
application processes, we as the appointed EAP together
with the respective authorities, will be assessing the impact
of the constructed dams on the surrounding watercourses
and the environment. This further entails assessing the
potential impacts of the constructed dams on downstream
water users. We will also provide recommendations and
mitigation measures to ensure that all identified impacts will
be minimised. The applications will include all comments
received from Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) as
well as the identified impacts and mitigation measures
provided by us as the appointed EAP. The applications will
be submitted to the Competent Authorities which is the
Gauteng Department of Agriculture, Rural Development and
Environment (GDARDE) and DWS, for a decision regarding
the project.

The client also advised that upon acquiring the farm, the old
culverts and concrete pipes that were used to transfer the
overflow water from the existing dam to the neighbouring
properties on the North side, was damaged. The client
constructed a new concrete overflow channel at the
Northeast dam to allow the overflow of water from the dam
to be transferred to the neighbouring properties. This
structure ensures the flow of natural water from one property
to another.”

Mr. Ben Groenewald, an adjacent landowner, requested to be
registered as an Interested and Affected Party for the project on 04
July 2024 and also commented that water flow wil be
interrupted/blocked.

Adjacent Landowner
Mr. Ben Groenewald:
Tel: 083 793 5434 /
082 904 2174
Email:
beng.groenewald@y

Email received on 04
July 2024

a) Manyabe Consultancy acknowledged the email
from Mr. Ben Groenewald and responded via an
email on 04 July 2024. The response provided by
Manyabe Consultancy is as follows:
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ahoo.com/rhana.groe “Kindly note we as the appointed Environmental

newald@yahoo.com Assessment Practitioners (EAP) are undertaking an

application for rectification in terms of Section 24G of the
National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107
of 1998), as amended (NEMA) . As this project involves
activities within close proximity to watercourses (within 500m
from the boundary of a wetland), we have also lodged an
application for a Water Use License (WULA) with the
custodians of watercourses, the Department of Water and
Sanitation (DWS).We have undertaken a site inspection as
well as an environmental screening exercise for the site and
concluded that Dam 1 which is located at the entrance of the
site, might not be within a wetland. However, as part of both
application processes, we as the appointed EAP together
with the respective authorities, will be assessing the impact
of the constructed dams on the surrounding watercourses
and environment. We will also provide recommendations
and mitigation measures to ensure that all identified impacts
will be minimised. The applications will include all comments
received from Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) as
well as the identified impacts and mitigation measures
provided by us as the appointed EAP. The applications will
be submitted to the Competent Authorities which is the
Gauteng Department of Agriculture, Rural Development and
Environment (GDARDE) and DWS, for a decision regarding
the project.

The client also advised that upon acquiring the farm, the old
culverts and concrete pipes that were used to transfer the
overflow water from the existing dam to the neighbouring
properties on the North side, was damaged. The client
constructed a new concrete overflow channel at the
Northeast dam to allow the overflow of water from the dam
to be transferred to the neighbouring properties. This
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structure ensures the flow of natural water from one property
to another.”




