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PURPOSE OF THIS DOCUMENT 

The purpose of this Background Information Document (BID) 
is to provide you as a potential interested and/or affected party 
(I&AP) with an overview of the proposed project. 

The public participation process (PPP) forms an integral part 
of the Water Use Licence Application (WULA) process, and 
the distribution of this document is a crucial step in advising 
I&APs on how they can be involved in the process. 

To register and for more information on the project, please 
contact the following person(s): 

The aim of this document is therefore to provide I&APs with 
the proposed project brief, description; and specialist studies 
undertaken; legal requirements for the PPP process and the 
proposed application.  

INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND 
The City of Ekurhuleni Metropolitan Municipality (CoE) 
identified the need to upgrade the existing sewerage 
infrastructure namely segments J1.1, J1.2, J1.3 and the outfall 
sewer pipelines (Figure 1). Upon due diligence it has been 
established that a section of the bulk sewer outfall pipelines 
traverses building properties, i.e. the Brakpan Customer Care 
Center (CCC). This has therefore necessitated that the section 
of the pipeline that traverses the building properties be re-
routed and moved towards the periphery of the building 
properties. The rerouting of that section of the outfall sewer 
pipelines is also imperative as it will also allow for easy pipeline 
maintenance in the future.  

CoE intends to submit a Water Use License Application 
(WULA) to the Department of Water and Sanitation (DWS) for 
the proposed rerouting of the Brakpan Central Outfall Sewer 
Pipelines which will be  located within a 500m radius from the 
delineated boundary (extent) of a wetland. Water uses listed 
under section 21 (c) and (i) of the NWA, will be triggered by the 
proposed project. A WULA is being lodged with the Regional 
DWS office. 

Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd (MC) has been appointed as an 
Independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP), to 
undertake the WULA process on behalf of the CoE.  

The project is located within the Brakpan Central Area, which 
forms part of the CoE in Gauteng Province. The proposed project 
involves the upgrade of the existing sewerage infrastructure, 
namely segments J1.1, J1.2, J1.3 and the bulk outfall sewer 
pipeline. The outfall sewer pipeline begins at the manhole 
located on Prince George Avenue and runs along the side road 
towards the junction with Escombe Street. The outfall sewer 
pipeline further runs through the property within the sports fields 
towards Elliot Street along the lower entrance of the Brakpan 
CCC towards the Jan Smuts Wastewater Treatment Works 
(WWTW). Segments J1.1, J1.2, J1.3 and bulk outfall sewer 
segment are currently used to drain sewage from drainage areas 
1, 2, 3 and 4, respectively within the Brakpan Central Area. 

The proposed project was initially submitted to Gauteng 
Department of Agriculture, Rural Development and Environment, 
(GDARDE) via the National Environmental Management Act, 
1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), as amended NEMA Query, on 08 
June 2018. The GDARDE provided a response letter dated 22 
June 2018 (Ref: Gaut 005/18-19/0099) advising that, though the 
proposed development falls within the Ecological Support Area 
(ESA), it is not listed in terms of the EIA Regulations Listing 
Notice 1, 2 and 3 of 2014, as amended, as the project 
development falls within an urban built-up area and therefore, 
does not legally require an Environmental Authorisation (EA) 
from the Department. A second NEMA Query necessitated by 
the rerouting of the bulk outfall sewer pipelines was submitted to 
GDARDE on 06 October 2024. The GDARDE provided a 
response letter dated 09 December 2024 (Ref: Gaut 001/24-
25/0342) stating that the proposed re-routing is not listed in terms 
of listing Notices 1, 2 and 3 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 
published under the NEMA and therefore does not legally require 
an EA from the Department. 

Furthermore, a Pre-Application Water Use Enquiry was 
submitted to the DWS on 26 July 2024 in respect to the above-
mentioned re-routing of the pipeline, and a Pre-Application 
meeting was convened on 16 August 2024.  

Subsequent to a site visit conducted by the DWS on 23 October 
2024, primarily aimed at inspecting the proposed re-routed 
pipeline trajectory, the DWS raised concerns regarding the 
proposed route, noting that the proposed route runs adjacent to 
a functional wetland and potentially poses more acute impacts to 
the wetland due to its proximity.  

The DWS, therefore, recommended that a new pipeline route 
alternative be explored which will aim at avoiding the identified 
wetland to minimise the direct impacts on the wetland. The new 
pipeline route has been explored in adherence to the 
recommendation by the DWS, and it is on that basis that the 
NEMA Query was re-submitted. 
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The GDARDE provided a response email dated 09 July 2025 
(Ref: NEMA Query 001/25-26/0056) reiterating that the project 
does not legally require an EA from the Department. 

A WULA was also initially lodged with the DWS, and a Water 
Use License (WUL) was issued on 05 November 2020 (Licence 
Number: 08/C21D/CI/9069). The WUL Condition 12 of Appendix 
I stated that: “If the water use described in this licence is not 
exercised within 3 years of the date of licence, the authorisation 
will be withdrawn. Upon commencement of the water use, the 
Licensee must inform the Provincial Head in writing”. 

The commencement timeframe, which was effective from the 
date of licence issuance (05 November 2020), had since lapsed, 
and the WUL was automatically withdrawn. For this reason, a 
new WULA process is being undertaken. 

LOCALITY 
The project is located on Portion 1 of Weltevreden 118 IR within 
the Brakpan Central Area, which forms part of the CoE in 
Gauteng Province, located at geographical coordinates: 
26°13'53.39"S and 28°22'13.89"E. Refer to Figure 1 below 
which depicts the locality of the section of the pipeline that is 
proposed to be re-routed. The proposed activities are located 
within Ward 97 and 105, Jan Smuts Dam’s catchment area and 
in the centre of the CoE, east of Boksburg, south of Benoni and 
north-west of Springs in the Quaternary Catchment C21D in 
Upper Vaal Catchment management. 

PROPOSED SCOPE OF THE WORKS TO BE 
UPGRADED 

The project involves the upgrade of the existing sewerage 
infrastructure namely segments J1.1, J1.2, J1.3 and the bulk 
outfall sewer segment. The upgrading of the segments/ 
infrastructure entails the continued gravitational drainage via 
outfall sewer towards Jan Smuts WWTW. The approximate 
dimensions of the existing pipeline segments and the proposed 
pipeline upgrades are as follows:  

• Section J1.1: current length = ±24m; current diameter = 
200mmØ; proposed length = ±74m and proposed diameter 
250mmØ.  

• Section J1.2 current length = ±215m; current diameter = 
200mmØ; proposed length ±159m and proposed diameter 
200mmØ-250mmØ.  

• Section J1.3 current length = ±87m; current diameter = 
200mmØ; proposed length = ±69m and proposed diameter 
250mmØ = 300mmØ.  

• Bulk outfall sewer pipeline current length = ±2200m; 
current diameter = 450mmØ; proposed length = ±1 922m 
and proposed diameter 450mmØ. 

LEGAL REQUIREMENTS 
The following pieces of legislation are applicable to the proposed 
project:  

Water Use Licence Application  

The proposed project entails undertaking of the WULA in terms 
of Section 17(3) of Government Notice Regulation (GNR.) No. 
267 in Government Gazette No. 40713 (24 March 2017), of the 
NWA. The project is within a 500m radius from the delineated 
boundary (extent) of a wetland. Water uses listed under section 
21 (c) and (i) of the NWA, will be triggered by the proposed 
project. These activities are identified as actions that may not 
commence without a WULA from the relevant competent 
authorities.  

Public Participation Process 

According to Regulations regarding the procedural requirements 
for WULAs and appeals, GNR. 267 of 24 March 2017, for 
following is the procedure for public participation: 

17. (1) A procedure for public participation must be conducted as 
contemplated in section 41(4) of the Act, as part of the WULA 
process. (2) Where a PPP has already been undertaken through 
the Environment Impact Assessment (EIA) processes or any 
other public consultation process, and that PPP contains and 
covers all issues pertaining to water use activities, then that PPP 
report may, subject to approval by the responsible authority, be 
submitted for the requirements of the WULA. (3) Notice of the 
application must be provided to Interested and Affected Parties 
(I&APs) by:  

(a) fixing a written notice board at a visible and accessible 
place to the public at the boundary or on the fence of: (i)the site 
where the water use activity to which the application relates is or 
is to be undertaken; or (ii)any alternative site mentioned in the 
application. 

(b) giving written notice to: (i)the owner or person in control of 
that land, if the applicant is not the owner or person in control of 
that land; (ii)the occupiers of the site where the water use is or is 
to be undertaken or an alternative site where the water use is to 
be undertaken; (iii)owners and occupiers of land adjacent to the 
site where the water use is or is to be undertaken or an alternative 
site where the water use is to be undertaken; (iv)the municipal 
councillor of the ward in which the water use is or is to be 
undertaken or an alternative site where the water use is to be 
undertaken and any organisation of ratepayers that represent the 
community in the area; (v)any organ of state having jurisdiction 
in respect of any aspect of the water use activity, (vi)any person 
who has submitted a valid land claim in respect of the area in 
which the water use activity will be conducted; or  (vii)any other 
I&AP as required by the responsible authority. 

(c) placing an advertisement in - (i)one local newspaper, or 
(ii)any official Gazette that is published specifically for the 
purpose of providing public notice of applications or other 
submissions made in terms of these regulations.  

(d) placing an advertisement in at least one provincial 
newspaper or national newspaper, if the water use has or may 
have an impact that extends beyond the boundaries of the 
metropolitan or local municipality in which it is undertaken; 
provided that this paragraph need not be complied with in an 
advertisement has been placed in an official Gazette referred to 
in sub -regulation (3)(c)(ii); and 

(e) using reasonable alternative methods, as agreed to by the 
responsible authority, in those instances where a person is 
desirous of but is unable to participate in the process due to - (i) 
illiteracy, or (ii) disability. 

(4) A notice, notice board or advertisement referred to in sub -
regulation (3) must – (a) give adequate details of the application 
which is subject to public participation; and (b) state the following 
- (i) that the application has been submitted to the responsible 
authority in terms of these Regulations as the case may be; (ii) 
the nature and locality of the water uses to which the application 
refers; (iii) the water uses; (iv) where further information on the 
application or water uses may be obtained; (v) the manner in 
which and the person to whom representations in respect of the 
application can be made; (vi) a specified date, no more than 
60days after the last publication of a notice, before which written 
comments or objection may be lodged; and (vii) an address to 
which written objections may be lodged. 

(5) A notice board referred to in sub -regulation (3) must, - (a) be 
of a size at least 60 cm by 42 cm; and(b) display the required 
information in a font size of not less than 48. 
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MC on behalf of CoE took into account all relevant guidelines applicable to public participation as contemplated in section 24J of the 
Act. Notices were given to all potential I&APs to participate in the project. 

WHAT IS WULA 

WULA is a process required in South Africa to obtain authorisation for certain water uses under the NWA. This process ensures the 
sustainable and responsible management of water resources. The WULA process aims to protect and manage water resources in a 
sustainable and equitable manner, considering the impact of water use on the environment and other stakeholders.  

Public issues and concerns must therefore be identified timeously so that these can be recorded and responded to in the WULA. All 
comments received in writing are included in the submission to the competent authority for their consideration.  

The WULA consists of the following stages:  

• The Pre-Application Enquiry, which focuses on notifying the DWS of the intent to apply for water uses, to conduct the pre-
application engagement and to determine the type of authorisation, i.e. WULA; General Authorisation (GA); Schedule 1 
confirmation or Existing Lawful Water Use (ELU) confirmation. 

• Phase 1 focuses on uploading the application details based on the outcome of the pre-application meeting.  
• Phase 2 focuses on the site visit arrangement and outcome. The Department will, based on the information provided during the 

pre-application meeting and Phase 1, determine if a site visit is required. 
• The purpose of Phase 3 is to prepare and submit the technical documentation and the conclusion of the application. 

MC is announcing the project for a period of at least 60 days, in accordance with Regulations regarding the procedural requirements 
for WULAs and appeals, GNR. 267 of 24 March 2017. 

The following processes are being undertaken to announce the project: 

• An I&APs database has been opened and is being maintained which includes all potential I&APs in respect of the application in 
accordance with Regulation 18 of GNR. 267 of 24 March 2017.  

• Letters are being sent to all I&APs, written in any of the manners provided for in Regulation 27(3)(b) of GNR. 267 of 24 March 
2017.  

• Affected parties who cannot be reached via mail, fax or e-mail of the proposed project are being visited for delivery of the letters. 
The letters attach a sheet which allows I&APs to register and/ or /comment. Two (2) site notice boards are being fixed at a place 
conspicuous to and accessible by the public at the boundary of the site where the activities to which the applications relate. 

• One (1) advertisement has been placed in a local newspaper (Ekurhuleni News) to announce the project. 
• Fifty (50) BIDs are being distributed to I&APs.  
• The BID is being made available for review and comment for a period of 60 calendar days (excluding public holidays) on the 

MC (www.manyabeconsultancy.com) website.  
• Subsequent to the 60 days’ period, all comments and representations received from I&APs will be considered and recorded in 

the Comments and Responses Reports (CRRs). All I&APs who would have participated in the PPP will be thanked, and their 
comments acknowledged. 
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YOUR COMMENTS ARE VALUABLE TO US!!! 

  
Figure 1: Brakpan Central Outfall Sewer Pipelines Locality Map 
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I WOULD LIKE TO BE REGISTERED AS AN INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY (I&AP) SO THAT I MAY 
RECEIVE PROJECT UPDATES FOR THE DURATION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT.  

YES NO 

PLEASE SEND ME NOTIFICATIONS BY (CIRCLE WHICHEVER APPLICABLE): FAX  
E-MAIL 

CELL PHONE (SMS) 
POST 

MY COMMENTS/ ISSUES/ CONCERNS ON THE PROPOSED PROJECT ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOU ARE MORE THAN WELCOME TO ATTACH ADDITIONAL COMMENTS SHOULD THE SPACE PROVIDED NOT BE SUFFICIENT.  
PLEASE ALSO ADD THE FOLLOWING I&AP IN YOUR DATABASE FOR FUTURE CORRESPONDENCE 
NAME AND SURNAME  
ORGANISATION  
E-MAIL  

RESIDENTIAL ADDRESS  
POSTAL CODE  

POSTAL ADDRESS   
POSTAL CODE  

TELEPHONE NUMBER  
FAX NUMBER  
CELL PHONE NUMBER   
E-MAIL ADDRESS  
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