
From: Mpho Manyabe | MC
To: "Makhosi Yeni"; "Ephron Maradwa"
Cc: "Mahlatse Shubane"; "Olivia Letlalo"; Romeo Mpofu
Subject: RE: 2025-07-0035 Necsa Phase 2 Part II of the Geotechnical and Geophysics Survey, including Seismic

Survey, in support of the proposed Multi-Purpose Reactor (MPR) project (14/12/16/3/3/1/3188)
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Good afternoon Makhosi,
 
Thank you. A pre-Application meting is not necessary. We shall attach this email correspondence
on the application form to be submitted.
 
Kind Regards
Mpho Manyabe
 

From: Makhosi Yeni <MYeni@dffe.gov.za> 
Sent: Tuesday, 03 February 2026 14:51
To: Ephron Maradwa <EMaradwa@dffe.gov.za>; Mpho Manyabe | MC
<mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com>
Cc: Mahlatse Shubane <MSHUBANE@dffe.gov.za>; Olivia Letlalo <OLetlalo@dffe.gov.za>
Subject: RE: 2025-07-0035 Necsa Phase 2 Part II of the Geotechnical and Geophysics Survey,
including Seismic Survey, in support of the proposed Multi-Purpose Reactor (MPR) project
(14/12/16/3/3/1/3188)
 

Dear Mpho
 
As per our telephonic conversation yesterday, kindly confirm that a preapplication meeting
is not necessary. The confirmation email can be attached as proof of our correspondence
when submitting the application form and the draft BAR.
 
Regards
Makhosazane Yeni
 
 
 
From: EIA Applications <EIAApplications@dffe.gov.za> 
Sent: Tuesday, 03 February 2026 12:49
To: Makhosi Yeni <MYeni@dffe.gov.za>
Subject: FW: 2025-07-0035 Necsa Phase 2 Part II of the Geotechnical and Geophysics Survey,
including Seismic Survey, in support of the proposed Multi-Purpose Reactor (MPR) project
(14/12/16/3/3/1/3188)
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Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
  
Please note that this email is for the receipt and processing of online applications only, and is
not monitored for responses. All queries must be directed to EIAadmin@dffe.gov.za. 
 
You are advised that this mailbox has a 48 hour response time. 
  
Please note that this mailbox has a 5mb mail limit. No zip files are to be attached in any email.

From: Mpho Manyabe | MC <mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, 03 February 2026 12:13
To: EIA Applications <EIAApplications@dffe.gov.za>
Cc: 'Romeo Mpofu' <romeo@manyabeconsultancy.com>
Subject: 2025-07-0035 Necsa Phase 2 Part II of the Geotechnical and Geophysics Survey,
including Seismic Survey, in support of the proposed Multi-Purpose Reactor (MPR) project
(14/12/16/3/3/1/3188)
 
Good afternoon Sir/ Madam,
 
Please find attached our Request for a Pre-application Meeting. We would really appreciate your prompt
response in this regard.
 
The Final BAR for the project must have been submitted to the DFFE on or before 12 February 2026. The
specialists are compiling the statements, and findings from the reports need to be incorporated into the Draft
BAR, which still needs to be subjected to another 30 days review period. The 12 February 2026 deadline for the
submission of the Final BAR will not be met, and hence we are resubmitting the application.
 
Kindly peruse the attached document. A letter motivating the resubmission has been attached.
 
Kind Regards
Mpho Manyabe
 

From: mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com <mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, 22 July 2025 15:27
To: 'EIA Applications' <EIAApplications@dffe.gov.za>
Cc: Vincent du Plessis <vincent@manyabeconsultancy.com>; Romeo Mpofu
<romeo@manyabeconsultancy.com>
Subject: RE: 2023-03-0016
Importance: High
 
Good afternoon Sir/ Madam,
 
Please find attached our Request for a Pre-application Meeting. We would really appreciate your prompt
response in this regard.
 
Your email below is noted.
 
Kind Regards
Mpho Manyabe
 

From: EIA Applications EIAApplications@dffe.gov.za 
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Sent: Tuesday, 22 July 2025 13:43
To: mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com
Subject: RE: 2023-03-0016
 

Dear Mpho
 
Please note that the allocation of a pre-Application forms is based on the workload, the
pre-Application was submitted two (2) years back , therefore if can be allocated to anyone.
 
EIA Applications 
Integrated Environmental Authorisations 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
  
Please note that this email is for the receipt and processing of online applications only, and is
not monitored for responses. All queries must be directed to EIAadmin@dffe.gov.za. 
 
You are advised that this mailbox has a 48 hour response time. 
  
Please note that this mailbox has a 5mb mail limit. No zip files are to be attached in any email.

From: mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com <mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com> 
Sent: Sunday, 20 July 2025 19:10
To: EIA Applications <EIAApplications@dffe.gov.za>; Makhosi Yeni <MYeni@dffe.gov.za>
Cc: Mahlatse Shubane <MSHUBANE@dffe.gov.za>; Olivia Letlalo <OLetlalo@dffe.gov.za>;
'Vincent du Plessis' <vincent@manyabeconsultancy.com>; 'Romeo Mpofu'
<romeo@manyabeconsultancy.com>
Subject: RE: 2023-03-0016
Importance: High
 
Good evening colleagues,
 
Thank you for the correspondence. It is noted.
 
We presume that the case officer will remain @Makhosi Yeni, as she was previously assigned?  If she will
remain the case officer, is it not protocol that she let us know if there would be a need for the meeting?
 
@Makhosi Yeni, please kindly advise on the way forward. Your prompt response would be highly appreciated.
 
Kind Regards
Mpho Manyabe
 

From: EIA Applications <EIAApplications@dffe.gov.za> 
Sent: Friday, 18 July 2025 09:32
To: mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com; Makhosi Yeni <MYeni@dffe.gov.za>
Cc: Mahlatse Shubane <MSHUBANE@dffe.gov.za>; Olivia Letlalo <OLetlalo@dffe.gov.za>;
Vincent du Plessis <vincent@manyabeconsultancy.com>; Romeo Mpofu
<romeo@manyabeconsultancy.com>
Subject: RE: 2023-03-0016
 

Dear Mpho
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Please note that we cannot accept the minutes of the meeting on the meeting that was
done two years ago, you have to complete a new pre-Application form and submit again on
this email.
 
Please find attached Pre-Application meeting form and Process for Submitting files to the
CD IEA
 
EIA Applications 
Integrated Environmental Authorisations 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment 
  
Please note that this email is for the receipt and processing of online applications only, and is
not monitored for responses. All queries must be directed to EIAadmin@dffe.gov.za. 
 
You are advised that this mailbox has a 48 hour response time. 
  
Please note that this mailbox has a 5mb mail limit. No zip files are to be attached in any email.

From: mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com <mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com> 
Sent: Thursday, 17 July 2025 15:56
To: EIA Applications <EIAApplications@dffe.gov.za>; Makhosi Yeni <MYeni@dffe.gov.za>
Cc: Mahlatse Shubane <MSHUBANE@dffe.gov.za>; Olivia Letlalo <OLetlalo@dffe.gov.za>;
Vincent du Plessis <vincent@manyabeconsultancy.com>; Romeo Mpofu
<romeo@manyabeconsultancy.com>
Subject: RE: 2023-03-0016
 
Good day,
 
Please note that we would like to submit an EA Application Form and the Draft BAR which we will be subjecting
to a 30 days period. Please kindly allow us an opportunity by sending us a link where we can send such.
 
Please also find attached a letter motivating for the non-imperativeness of a preapplication meeting as one was
already convened.
 
Your quickest response in this regard will be highly appreciated.
 
Kind Regards
Mpho Manyabe
 

From: EIA Applications <EIAApplications@dffe.gov.za> 
Sent: Tuesday, 14 March 2023 13:47
To: Makhosi Yeni <MYeni@dffe.gov.za>
Cc: Mahlatse Shubane <MSHUBANE@dffe.gov.za>; Olivia Letlalo <OLetlalo@dffe.gov.za>;
mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com
Subject: 2023-03-0016
 
Dear Makhosi
 
Please note that you have been allocated an application:
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Type of Application: Pre-Application Meeting Request;
Reference Number: 2023-03-0016;
Date Received: 13/03/2023;
Action Required: Decide on meeting request.
 
Kindly let Ephron know which date the meeting is to be held, if it will be set
 
EIA Applications
Integrated Environmental Authorisations
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment
 
Please note that this email is for the receipt and processing of online applications only, and is
not monitored for responses. All queries must be directed to EIAadmin@dffe.gov.za.
 
You are advised that this mailbox has a 48 hour response time.
 
Please note that this mailbox has a 5mb mail limit. No zip files are to be attached in any email.
 
 

From: Mpho Manyabe | MC <mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com> 
Sent: Monday, 13 March 2023 18:19
To: EIA Applications <EIAApplications@dffe.gov.za>
Cc: Milicent Solomons <MSOLOMONS@dffe.gov.za>
Subject: Request for a Pre-Application Meeting - Necsa Multi-Purpose Reactor (MPR) and
Associated Infrastructure Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR)
 
Good Day,
 
Please find attached the Request for a Pre-Application meeting and document control form for
your urgent attention.
 
Your quickest response will be highly appreciated.
 

Managing Director: Mpho Manyabe
SACNASP Registered Scientist: Registration No. 117719
EAPASA Registered EAP: Registration No. 2019/700
manyabe consultancy logo

Company Registration Number: 2014/063679/07
VAT Registration Number: 4300274885
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Corner Paul Smith Street and 10th Avenue
Unit 269, Block F. Ravenswood Mews
Boksburg North, 1459
 
Tel Number: 011 863 1079
Cell Number: 081 486 2972
 
Skype: Mpho Manyabe
Email: mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com
Website: www.manyabeconsultancy.com
 
Level 1 BBBEE contributor

   
Before you print, please do consider the environment.
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Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001, Environment House, 473 Steve Biko Road, Pretoria, 0002 Tel: +27 12 399 9000, Fax: +27 86 625 1042 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Batho pele- putting people first 
The processing of personal information by the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment is done lawfully and not excessive to 

the purpose of processing in compliance with the POPI Act, any codes of conduct issued by the Information Regulator in terms of the POPI 

Act and / or relevant legislation providing appropriate security safeguards for the processing of personal information of others. 

 

Ref: EDMS233728 / NECSA SOC Ltd / Pelindaba site / North West Province 
Enquiries: D. Prinsloo / G. Walters Tel: (012) 399 9486 / 9476 

Email: DPrinsloo@dffe.gov.za / GWalters@dffe.gov.za 
www.dffe.gov.za 

 
 

Ms Ama-Tabu Mozagba 
The South African Nuclear Energy 
Corporation SOC LTD 
MPR Project Manager 
Elia Motsoaledi Street Extension 
R104 Pelindaba. Britz 
North West Province  
 
Cell:  082 940 8259 
Tel: 012 305 4994 
Email:  ama-tabu.mozagba@necsa.co.za 
 
Ms Mpho Manyabe 
Manyabe Consultancy 
Corner Paul Smith Street and 10th Avenue 
Unit 269 Block F Ravenwood Mews 
Boksburg North 
 
Cell: 072 361 9527 
Tel: 011 863 1079 
Email: mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com 
 
Dear Sirs 
 
COMPLIANCE NOTICE IN TERMS OF SECTION 31L OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998 (ACT 107 OF 1998) (“NEMA”): PROPOSED THERMAL MULTI-PURPOSE 
REACTOR, PELINDABA, BRITZ, NORTH WEST PROVINCE 
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COMPLIANCE NOTICE IN TERMS OF SECTION 31L OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998 
(ACT 107 OF 1998) (“NEMA”): PROPOSED THERMAL MULTI-PURPOSE REACTOR, PELINDABA, BRITZ, NORTH WEST 
PROVINCE 

 

2 
Batho pele- putting people first 

 

DECISION: 
 
1. I, Frances Craigie, in my capacity as a Grade 1 Environmental Management Inspector (“EMI”), am of 

the view that The South African Nuclear Energy Corporation (NECSA) has failed to adhere to the 
provisions of environmental law with respect to activities taking place at its Pelindaba Site, Britz, North 
West Province. 
 

2. Accordingly, I hereby issue you with a Compliance Notice in terms of Section 31L of the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998) (“NEMA”).  

 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
3. I refer to the following: 

3.1. NECSA’s proposed multi-purpose nuclear research reactor facility at its Pelindaba site and the 
letter requesting guidance from Manyabe Consultancy dated the 29th of March 2023; 

3.2. Notice of Intention to issue a Compliance Notice in terms of section 31L of NEMA dated the 6th of 
June 2023 (“Pre-Compliance Notice”); and 

3.3. Representations received in response to the Pre-Compliance dated the 20th of June 2023. 
 
 
RATIONALE FOR THE COMPLIANCE NOTICE: 
 
4. After considering the information at my disposal, I have reasonable grounds to believe that you have 

contravened the law set out below: 
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Table 1: Observations and findings in relation to non-compliances with the provisions of NEMA: 

 

Finding Application to the facts Representations Rebuttal 

Commencement 
of listed activity 
without 
Environmental 
Authorisation 

a) According to the request for guidance, investigations 
are being conducted to select the preferred site for 
the project to go through an Environmental 
Authorisation application process. As part of these 
investigations, preliminary geotechnical and 
geological characterisation studies were undertaken 
for the siting process, which entails excavating test 
pits at various locations across the sites. This has 
resulted in the clearing of an area in excess of 300m2 
of indigenous vegetation, which exceeds the 
threshold and triggers listed Activity 12 of Listing 3 of 
the NEMA EIA Regulations for which an 
Environmental Authorisation is required prior to the 
commencement of the activity; 
 

b) Section 24F(1)(a) of NEMA states that 
“Notwithstanding any other Act, no person may 
commence an activity listed or specified in terms of 
section 24(2)(a)or (b) unless the competent authority 
or the Minister responsible for mineral resources, as 
the case may be, has granted an environmental 
authorisation for the activity.” 

 

c) Furthermore, NEMA defines “commence” as the start 
of any physical implementation in furtherance of a 
listed activity, excluding any action required for the 
purposes of an investigation or feasibility study, as 

Manyabe Consultancy (“MC”) in collaboration with 
Sustainable Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd 
(“SES”) are conducting siting investigations and 
selecting the preferred site to submit an 
Environmental Authorisation application for the 
proposed multi-purpose reactor. In this regard the 
following needs to be completed: 

• Geotechnical and Geophysics Survey, 
including Seismic survey; 

• Geological Characterisation; 

• Atmospheric Dispersion Modelling. 
 
Listed Activity 12 of Listing Notice 3 was 
accidentally exceeded by a TLB Driver. Vegetation 
required to be brush cut / trimmed to facilitate the 
safe passage of teams to dig test pits and trenches 
for the geotechnical investigations by GCS 
Geotechnical (Pty) Ltd.  
 
According to information provided by GCS the 
cumulative area excavated for test pits and trenches 
is estimated at 129m2. GCS also do not consider 
this to be ‘clearance” as defined by NEMA as “this 
excavated material is always pushed back into the 
test pit for safety and other reasons immediately 
upon completion of the profiling. The vegetation that 

The Department remains of the opinion 
that Listed Activity 12 of Listing Notice 3 
commenced without Environmental 
Authorisation.  
 
Despite this the Department is of the 
view that considering the listed activity 
was triggered accidentally whilst 
conducting feasibility assessments, the 
following remaining feasibility and siting 
investigations may continue: 

• Geotechnical and Geophysics 
Survey, including Seismic 
survey; 

• Geological Characterisation; 

• Atmospheric Dispersion 
Modelling. 

 
The above is on the condition that the 
feasibility investigations do not trigger 
Listed Activity 12 of Listing Notice 3 or 
any other listed activity 
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long as such investigation or feasibility study does 
not constitute a listed activity or specified activity.  

 

d) Based on the information provided the feasibility 
studies themselves constituted a listed activity for 
which there is no environmental authorisation in 
place. 

was beneath this temporary spoil has not been 
damaged significantly.”  
 
The TLB area drove with the “bucket” down and 
ended up clearing a path of approximately 192m2.   
 
During the Pre-application meeting Manyabe 
Consultancy advised the department that the same 
geotechnical / geophysical / seismic studies will be 
conducted as part of the (Scoping) Environmental 
Impact Assessment phase of the application for 
Environmental Authorisation.  
 
The triggering of the listed activity was accidental 
and not intentional, and the studies were ceased 
immediately upon discovery thereof.  
 
“The specialist studies / investigations do not 
constitute the start of any physical implementation 
in furtherance of a listed activity…”   
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INSTRUCTIONS: 
 

5. I, Frances Craigie, in my capacity as a Grade 1 EMI hereby issue you with a Compliance Notice in 
terms of section 31L of NEMA which instructs you to do the following: 
 
5.1. Within fifteen (15) calendar days upon receipt of this Compliance Notice, prepare a Rehabilitation 

Plan for approval by this Department. The Rehabilitation Plan must, as a minimum, undertake the 
following: 
a) identify and assess the areas affected by the clearance of vegetation which resulted in the 

triggering of Listed Activity 12 and the impacts thereof; 
b) provide recommendations / suggestions on appropriate rehabilitation measures to be 

implemented;  
c) provide recommendations / suggestions on appropriate mitigation measures to ensure that, 

in the future, no feasibility studies will constitute and trigger any listed activities; and 
d) provide timeframes for the implementation of the mitigation and rehabilitation measures 

identified above. 
 

5.2. Implement the abovementioned plan within the approved timeframes. 
 
 

PROCEDURAL ARRANGEMENTS: 
 
6. In terms of the legislation, you are entitled to lodge an objection to this Compliance Notice in terms of 

section 31M of NEMA. Kindly note the following in relation to these options: 
 

6.1. If you would like to request a variation of this Compliance Notice and extend the period to which 
it relates, you may make written representations to me to do so; 
 

6.2. If you wish to lodge an objection to the Compliance Notice you may do so by making 
representations, in writing, to the Minister within thirty (30) days of receipt of this Compliance 
Notice; 
 

6.3. If you intend to submit an objection to the Minister, you may also make representations to the 
Minister to suspend the operation of this Compliance Notice, pending finalisation of the objection; 
and  
 

6.4. Irrespective of any representations you may make to the Department, you must comply with this 
Compliance Notice within the time period stated in the Compliance Notice unless the Minister 
agrees to suspend the operation of the Compliance Notice. 

 
6.5. Objections must be submitted in writing to: 

a) Director: Appeals, of this Department 
By email:  Appealsdirectorate@dffe.gov.za   
By post:  Private Bag X447, Pretoria, 0001 
By hand: Environment House, 473 Steve Biko Street, Arcadia, Pretoria.  

 

mailto:Appealsdirectorate@dffe.gov.za
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b) For guidance on the prescribed form, please find a copy of the guideline on the 
administration of objection on the Department’s website: 
(https://www.dffe.gov.za/documents/forms#legal_authorisations) 
 

c) A copy of the objection and / or suspension should also be submitted to the office of the 
Director: Enforcement: Environmental Impact and Pollution by email to: 
gwalters@dffe.gov.za. 

 
FAILURE TO COMPLY: 

 
7. In terms of section 49A(k) of NEMA, should you fail to comply with this Compliance Notice, you will 

have committed an additional offence in terms of the NEMA. Kindly take note that the designated 
Environmental Management Inspectors from this Department are given wide powers in terms of the 
NEMA to investigate whether or not you are complying with this Compliance Notice, and to enforce 
any contravention, including the power to arrest.  
 

8. If you should be unclear about any aspect of this Notice, kindly contact the person indicated above for 
enquiries. 

 

 

Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
________________  
MS FRANCES CRAIGIE 
CHIEF DIRECTOR: SECTOR ENFORCEMENT  
GRADE 1 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT INSPECTOR  
DATE: 16/8/2023 
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Acknowledgement of Receipt: 

 

COMPLIANCE NOTICE IN TERMS OF SECTION 31L OF THE NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT ACT, 1998 (ACT 107 OF 1998) (“NEMA”): PROPOSED THERMAL MULTI-
PURPOSE REACTOR, PELINDABA, BRITZ, NORTH WEST PROVINCE 
 

Received by Mr/Mrs/Ms: _________________________________________________________ 

 

On behalf of: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

On this __________ day of ___________________________ 2023,  

 

___________________________________ 

Signature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Ama-Tabu Mozagba

The South African Nuclear Energy Corporation

16 August



From: Lydia Kutu
To: mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com
Cc: Makhosi Yeni; EIAadmin; Salome Mambane; Vincent du Plessis; Romeo Mpofu
Subject: 14/12/16/3/3/1/3188
Date: Wednesday, 03 September 2025 08:34:14

Dear Sir/Madam
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF THE NEW APPLICATION FORM FOR
ENVIRONMENTAL AUTHORISATION (BASIC ASSESSMENT PROCESS) AND DRAFT BASIC
ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR THE PROPOSED UNDERTAKING OF THE PHASE 2 PART II OF
THE GEOTECHNICAL AND GEOPHYSICS SURVEY, INCLUDING SEISMIC SURVEY, IN
SUPPORT OF THE PROPOSED MULTI-PURPOSE REACTOR (MPR) PROJECT AT THE SOUTH
AFRICAN NUCLEAR ENERGY CORPORATION NORTH WEST PROVINCE.
 
The Department confirms having received the Application Form and Draft Basic Assessment Report
for Environmental Authorisation for the abovementioned project on 01 September 2025. You have
submitted these documents to comply with the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations,
2014, as amended.
 
Kindly note that your application for Environmental Authorisation falls within the ambit of an
application applied for in terms of Part 2 of Chapter 4 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended.
You are therefore referred to Regulation 19 of the EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended.
 
Please take note of Regulation 40(3) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, which states that
potential Interested & Affected Parties, including the Competent Authority, may be provided with an
opportunity to comment on reports and plans contemplated in Regulation 40(1) of the EIA
Regulations, 2014, as amended, prior to the submission of an application but must be provided an
opportunity to comment on such reports once an application has been submitted to the Competent
Authority.
 
Note that in terms of Regulation 45 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this application will
lapse if the applicant fails to meet any of the time-frames prescribed in terms of these Regulations,
unless an extension has been granted by the Department in terms of Regulation 3(7) of the EIA
Regulations, 2014, as amended.
 
You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No.
107 of 1998, as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation
being granted by the Department.
 
Kind Regards,
Lydia Kutu
Integrated Environmental Authorisations:
Coordination, Strategic Planning and Support
Tel: (012) 399 9370
Email: LKutu@dffe.gov.za
 
To God be the Glory!!!
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DFFE Reference: 14/12/16/3/3/1/3188 

Enquiries: Makhosazane Yeni 
Telephone: (012) 399 9400 E-mail: MYeni@dffe.gov.za  

 
Mpho Manyabe  
Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd  
7682 Nkwaza Street 
VOSLOORUS 
1459 
 
Telephone Number: 011 863 1079 
Cellphone Number: 081 468 2972 
Email Address:  mpho@manyabeconsultancy.com  
 

PER MAIL / E-MAIL 
 
Dear Ms Manyabe 
 
COMMENTS ON THE DRAFT BASIC ASSESSMENT REPORT FOR PROPOSED UNDERTAKING OF THE 
PHASE 2 PART II OF THE GEOTECHNICAL AND GEOPHYSICS SURVEY, INCLUDING SEISMIC SURVEY, 
IN SUPPORT OF THE PROPOSED MULTI-PURPOSE REACTOR (MPR) PROJECT AT THE SOUTH 
AFRICAN NUCLEAR ENERGY CORPORATION (NECSA), PELINDABA, IOCATED IN BRITS MAGISTERIAL 
DISTRICT, MADIBENG LOCAL MUNICIPALITY, WITHIN THE NORTH-WEST PROVINCE. 
 
The application for Environmental Authorisation (“EA”) and the draft Basic Assessment Report (“BAR”) dated 
August 2025 and received by this Competent Authority (“CA”) on 26 August 2025, refer. 
 
This letter serves to inform you that the following information must be included to the final BAR: 
 
Project description: 

• The following mis-aligned information has been noted describing the proposed development; therefore, you 
are advised to amend it in the final BAR: 
➢ The project title on page 1 of the application form refers to the “proposed undertaking of Phase 2 Part II 

of the Geotechnical and Geophysics Survey, including Seismic Survey, in support of the proposed Multi-
Purpose Reactor (MPR) project. It has further stated that this “application is for the commencement of the 
Phase 2 Part II of the Geotechnical and Geophysics Survey, including Seismic Survey studies, which 
were put on hold”. It must be noted that the abovementioned studies will be undertaken as part of the 
studies that will be submitted as part of the final for the development of the multipurpose reactor or in 
relation to the development of the infrastructure and not undertaking the survey.  

➢ It has been indicated that “Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd (MC) has been appointed by NECSA as an 
independent Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP), to undertake an Environmental Authorisation 
(EA) application by way of a Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) process”, however, a 
draft BAR has been submitted. 

mailto:MYeni@dffe.gov.za
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• It has been noted on page 8 of 51 that “the scope of work includes the undertaking of Phase 2 siting specialist 
investigations on 2 candidate sites in order to assist NECSA in finalizing the Phase 2 siting process for the 
selection of the most preferred site for the MPR”. However on page 9 of 51, it is stated that “all the siting 
studies, except for the Part II: detailed assessment of the preferred site from Part I study, were completed 
and the outcome of the completed investigations assisted NECSA in facilitating the selection of a preferred 
site”. Note that the abovementioned statement is causing confusion on whether NECSA has selected the 
preferred site or not. Therefore, you are advised to be clear on whether the preferred site has been decided 
on, ensure the draft BAR is circulated for review and comments on the all the outcome of all the survey 
undertaken. 

• Further provide clarity on what will happen should the outcome of the Geotechnical investigation not be 
favorable for the development. This information must be clear in defining the need for geotechnical 
investigation and motivation for alternatives. 

 
Listed Activities  

• It has been noted that activities 27 of Listing Notice (LN) 1, and activities 3 of LN 3 have been applied for, for 
the undertaking of the geotechnical investigation which entails the excavation of test pits and exploratory 
trenches which will result in the disturbance/clearance of approximately 15 000m2 (1,5 hectares) of vegetation 
in an area identified as a CBA. Considering that the description of the project further refers to the building of 
a new 20 to 30 MegaWatt (MW) (thermal) Multi-Purpose Reactor (MPR), you are advised to describe how 
these activities are related to the development of MPR.  

• You are requested to provide all associated infrastructures that will enable the development on the MPR and 
the dimensions as well. 

• It has been noted that no activity related to the development of access roads has been applied for. Kindly 
clarify if there are existing access roads to the preferred site. This information must be clear in the final BAR. 

• For activity 3 of LN3, it has been noted that approximately 1.5 hectares of vegetation within the CBA will be 
cleared, the type of CBA must be provided with an explanation what makes it a CBA i.e., the sensitive 
features. 

• Ensure that all relevant listed activities are applied for are specific and can be linked to the development 
activity or infrastructure as described in the project description. Only activities applicable to the development 
must be applied for and assessed. In addition, the onus is on the applicant and the EAP to ensure that all the 
applicable listed activities and sub-activities are included in the application form. Failure to do so may result 
in unnecessary delays in the processing of the application.  

• If the activities applied for in the application form differ from those mentioned in the draft BAR, an amended 
application form must be submitted. Please note that the Department’s application form template has been 
amended and can be downloaded from the following link https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms. 

 
Alternatives 

• The information regarding alternatives on page 53 to 54 of the draft BAR is hereby noted. You are reminded 
to comply with Appendix 1(3)(1)(h) of the EIA Regulations 2014, as amended. 

• Alternatively, you should submit written proof of an investigation and motivation if no reasonable or feasible 
alternatives exist in terms of Appendix 1. However, note that no development will be allowed within sensitive 
areas, mitigation hierarchy should be considered to avoid impacts on sensitive environment. 

• Furthermore, the specialists input must inform the preferred alternatives. 
 
Layout and sensitivity map 

• You are hereby reminded that the final layout plan/map must be submitted with the final BAR. The final layout 
map must incorporate the findings and buffers as recommended by various specialists which indicate the 
following (but not limited to the below): 
➢ The preferred site as included in the application form and final BAR. 
➢ All supporting onsite infrastructure e.g. roads, (existing and proposed). 
➢ Laydown areas. 

https://www.environment.gov.za/documents/forms
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• The environmental sensitivity map must indicate the following: 
➢ The location of sensitive environmental features on site, e.g., CBA, protected areas, wetlands, drainage 

lines, heritage sites, etc. that will be affected, and 
➢ All “no-go” areas. 

• The above layout map must have a clear legend with information communicating with that on the map, 
be overlain with the sensitivity map.  

• In addition, all available biodiversity information must be used in the finalisation of the map and infrastructure must 
not encroach on highly sensitive areas as far as possible. 

• Images and Google maps will not be accepted for decision-making purposes. 
 
Specialist studies 

• It has been indicated on page 9 of the application form that “all the siting studies, except for the Part II: 
detailed assessment of the preferred site from Part I study, were completed and the outcome of the 
completed investigations assisted NECSA in facilitating the selection of a preferred site”. Considering 
that Part II: detailed assessment of the preferred site from Part I study still requires more drilling on the 
preferred site, you are advised to provide in a table form the findings of all studies undertaken and the 
recommendations by the specialists. 

• The outcome of the screening tool report dated 22 July 2025 is hereby noted; however, you are reminded 
that the Site Sensitivity Verification Report and a motivation for the exclusions of any specialist studies 
identified by the screening tool must in compliance with the protocols. 

• An Air Quality Impact Assessment indicating the emission to be emitted by the proposed infrastructure should 
be conducted in terms of what kind of emissions are emitted as well as the quantities emitted. 

• It is brought to your attention that Procedures for the Assessment and Minimum Criteria for Reporting on 
identified Environmental Themes in terms of Sections 24(5)(a) and (h) and 44 of the National Environmental 
Management Act, 1998, when applying for Environmental Authorisation, which were promulgated in 
Government Notice No. 320 of 20 March 2020 (i.e., “the Protocols”), and in Government Notice No. 1150 of 
30 October 2020, have come into effect. Please note that specialist assessments must be conducted in 
accordance with these protocols unless proof is provided to demonstrate that the specialist assessments 
were commissioned prior to 50 days after the promulgation of GN 320 and after promulgation of GN1150 (30 
October 2020). 

• The protocols require certain specialists’ to be registered with SACNASP. Refer to the relevant protocols in 
this regard. 

• The EAP must ensure that the terms of reference for all the identified specialist studies must include the 
following: 
➢ A detailed description of the study’s methodology; indication of the locations and descriptions of the 

development footprint, and all other associated infrastructures that they have assessed and are 
recommending for authorisation. 

➢ Provide a detailed description of all limitations of the studies. All specialist studies must be conducted in 
the right season and providing that as a limitation will not be allowed. 

➢ Please note that the Department considers a ‘no-go’ area as an area where no development of any 
infrastructure is allowed; therefore, no development of associated infrastructure including access roads is 
allowed in the ‘no-go’ areas.  

➢ Should the specialist definition of ‘no-go’ area differ from the Department’s definition; this must be clearly 
indicated. The specialist must also indicate the ‘no-go’ area’s buffer if applicable.  

➢ All specialist studies must be final, and provide detailed/practical mitigation measures for the preferred 
alternative and recommendations, and must not recommend further studies to be completed post EA.  

➢ Should a specialist recommend specific mitigation measures, these must be clearly indicated.  
➢ Should the appointed specialists specify contradicting recommendations, the EAP must clearly indicate 

the most reasonable recommendation and substantiate this with defendable reasons; and were 
necessary, including further expertise advice. 

➢ Declaration forms must be provided for all specialist studies to be conducted.  
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Public Participation Process (PPP) 

• It has been noted that incomplete comments and response report has been attached to the draft BAR, 
addressed to SUE Department and Mr Romeo Mpofu. You are advised to incorporate correct reports to the 
final BAR, addressed to the correct officials as the above are not related to the review of the environmental 
authorisation applications. 

• It has stated in the application form that PPP has been undertaken in English. Based on the constitution of 
the communities in the area, communication must consider the use of local radio stations, advertisement, 
site notice and participation in the local languages to allow meaningful participation and approaches to 
community structures, committees and leaders. 

• The EAP is advised to reach illiterate, disabled and any other disadvantages I&APs. 

• The EAP is advised to show an attempt made for the consultation i.e., having meetings with the local 
communities or their leaders or an investigation of their existence in the area. 

• You are reminded to ensure that comments from all relevant stakeholders are submitted to the CA with the 
final BAR. This includes but not limited to the North West Department of Economic Development, 
Environment (DEDECT), Transnet, Madibeng Local Municipality, Bojanala Platinum District Municipality, 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment (DFFE): Protected Areas Section, DFFE: Biodiversity 
Conservation (BCAdmin@environment.gov.za), Department of Water and Sanitation, Department of 
Transport; South African Heritage Resources Agency (SAHRA); the Endangered Wildlife Trust (EWT); 
Birdlife SA, the Department of Rural Development and Land Reform Landowners, Adjacent Land Occupiers, 
Ward Councillor, Tribal Authorities and the relevant heritage authorities. 

• Furthermore, ensure that all issues raised, and comments received during the circulation of the draft BAR 
from registered I&APs and organs of state which have jurisdiction in respect of the proposed activity are 
adequately addressed in the final BAR. 

• Proof of correspondence with the various stakeholders must be included in the final BAR. This must indicate 
that this draft BAR has been subjected to 30 days’ public participation process, stating the start and end date 
of the public participation process (PPP). Should you be unable to obtain comments, proof must be submitted 
to the CA of the attempts that were made to obtain comments. 

• The Public Participation Process must be conducted in terms of Regulations 39, 40, 41, 42, 43 & 44 of the 
EIA Regulations, 2014 as amended. 

• The comments and response trail report (C&RR) submitted with the draft BAR is hereby noted; however, this 
report is not a true reflection of all the comment received. The C&RR must be submitted with the final BAR. 
The C&RR report must be a separate document from the main report, and the format must be in the table 
format, which reflects the details of the Interested and Affected Parties (I&APs) and the date comments 
(actual) were received, and responses provided. Comments made by I&APs must be comprehensively 
captured (copy verbatim if required), responded to clearly and fully. Please note that a response to issues 
raised such as “Noted” is not regarded as an adequate response to I&AP’s comments. 
 

Environmental Management Programme 

• The CA has noted that the draft EMPr has been compiled in terms of Appendix 4 of NEMA EIA Regulations 
of 2014, as amended. Please ensure that the final EMPr is included in the final BAR.  

• The EMPr must not contain any ambiguity. Where applicable, statements containing the word “should” or 
“may” are to be amended to “must”. 

 
General 
 
You are further reminded to comply with Regulation 19(1) (a) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, 
which states that: “Where basic assessment must be applied to an application, the applicant must, within 90 
days of receipt of the application by the competent authority, submit to the competent authority - 

mailto:BCAdmin@environment.gov.za
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(a) a basic assessment report, inclusive of specialist reports, an EMPr, and where applicable a closure plan, 
which have been subjected to a public participation process of at least 30 days and which reflects the 
incorporation of comments received, including any comments of the competent authority.” 
 
Should there be significant changes or new information that has been added to the BAR or EMPr which changes 
or information was not contained in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public participation 
process, you are required to comply with Regulation 19(b) of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, 
which states: “the applicant must, within 90 days of receipt of the application by the competent authority, submit 
to the competent authority – (b) a notification in writing that the basic assessment report, inclusive of specialist 
reports an EMPr, and where applicable, a closure plan, will be submitted within 140 days of receipt of the 
application by the competent authority, as significant changes have been made or significant new information 
has been added to the basic assessment report or EMPr or, where applicable, a closure plan, which changes or 
information was not contained in the reports or plans consulted on during the initial public participation process 
contemplated in sub regulation 19(1)(a) and that the revised reports or, EMPr or, where applicable, a closure 
plan will be subjected to another public participation process of at least 30 days”. 
 
Should you fail to meet any of the timeframes stipulated in Regulation 19 of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, 
as amended, your application will lapse.  
 
You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act, Act No. 107 of 1998, 
as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental Authorisation being granted by the 
Department. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Dr Sabelo Malaza 
Chief Director: Integrated Environmental Authorisations 
Department of Forestry, Fisheries, and the Environment 
Signed by: Ms Olivia Letlalo 
Designation: Deputy Director: Prioritised Infrastructure Projects 
Date: 
 
 

cc: Mr. Loyiso Tyabashe South African Nuclear Energy 
Corporation (NECSA) 

Tel: 012 305 4994 
Cell: 082 940 8338 

E-mail: Loyiso.Tyabase@necsa.co.za 

Motshabi Mohlalisi North-West Department of Economic 
Development, Environment (DEDECT) 

Tel: 018 389 5156 
 

Email: mmohlalisi@nwpg.gov.za  

Mpho Magasa Madibeng Local Municipality Tel: 012 318 9638/ 9113 E-mail: mphomagasa@madibeng.gov.za  

 

30/09/2025
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From: Salome Mambane
To: Mpho Manyabe | MC
Cc: EIAadmin; "Vincent du Plessis"; Romeo Mpofu
Subject: 14/12/16/3/3/1/3188
Date: Monday, 01 December 2025 11:39:39

Dear Sir/Madam
 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT OF THE NOTIFICATION IN TERMS REGULATION 19(1)(B),
OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT REGULATIONS, 2014 AS AMENDED FOR
THE PROPOSED UNDERTAKING OF THE PHASE 2 PART II OF THE GEOTECHNICAL AND
GEOPHYSICS SURVEY,INCLUDING SEISMIC SURVEY, IN SUPPORT OF THE PROPOSED
MULTI-PURPOSE REACTOR (MPR) PROJECT
AT THE SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR ENERGY CORPORATION NORTHWEST PROVINCE
 
The Department confirms having received the notification in terms of Regulation 19 (1)(b) of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations, 2014 as amended for the abovementioned project
27 November 2025.
 
Please take note of Regulation 19 (1)(b) of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, which states
that “and that the revised reports or EMPr or, where applicable, a closure plan will be subjected to
another public participation process of at least 30 days.”
 
Further note that in terms of Regulation 45 of the EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended, this
application will lapse if the applicant fails to meet any of the time-frames prescribed in terms of these
Regulations, unless an extension has been granted in terms of Regulation 3(7) of these Regulations.
 
You are hereby reminded of Section 24F of the National Environmental Management Act 1998 (Act
No. 107 of 1998), as amended, that no activity may commence prior to an Environmental
Authorisation being granted by the Department.
 

 
Kind Regards,
Salome Mambane
Integrated Environmental Authorisations:
Priority Infrastructure Developments
Tel: 012 399 9385
Cell: 063 684 5431
Email: SMambane@dffe.gov.za
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Department of Forestry, Fisheries and Environment  

Environmental House 

473 Steve Biko Road 

Arcadia, 0083 

Pretoria 

Tel: 012 -399 9400 

Cell: 072 7591825 

Email: MYeni@dffe.gov.za 

 

Attention: Makhosazane Yeni 

 

SOUTH AFRICAN NUCLEAR ENERGY CORPORATION (NECSA) MULTI-PURPOSE NUCLEAR RESEARCH REACTOR 

(MPR) AND ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE: SCOPING AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORTING (S&EIR) 

APPLICATION PROCESS – SUPPORTING GEOTECHNICAL, GEOPHYSICAL, GEOLOGICAL AND SEISMIC SURVEYS 

 

As you are aware, the South African Nuclear Energy Corporation SOC Ltd (hereinafter referred to as Necsa) has 

appointed Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd (MC) as an Environmental Assessment Practitioner (EAP), to 

undertake the required National Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No. 107 of 1998), as amended 

[NEMA] Environmental Authorisation (EA) application for the proposed Multi-Purpose nuclear research Reactor 

(MPR) facility and associated infrastructure. MC was also appointed to facilitate the following Phase 2 Siting 

specialist investigations on all four (4) candidate sites in order to assist Necsa in finalising the Phase 2 Siting 

process and selecting the preferred site for the MPR to go through the required EA application process: 

 

• Geotechnical and Geophysics Survey (including seismic survey); 

• Geological Characterisation; and 

• Atmospheric Dispersion Modelling. 

 

MC has collaborated with Sustainable Environmental Solutions (Pty) Ltd (SES) to undertake the above 

mentioned processes/ studies. 

 

To fast-track the Phase 2 siting investigations, Necsa agreed to reduce the number of candidate sites from four 

(4) to two (2). Thus, Site Location 1 (SL 1) and Site Location 15 (SL15) were selected as the sites to be assessed 

based on the above-mentioned studies in order to determine the preferred site for the MPR and the required 

Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) application process to follow. 



 

During the NEMA EA Pre-application Meeting with the Department of Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment (DFFE), 

Necsa highlighted that the preliminary geotechnical and geological characterisation studies undertaken for the Phase 2 

siting process, have unfortunately exceeded the threshold of listed activity 12 of Listing Notice 3 of the NEMA 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regulations, of 2014, as amended: 

 

“ The clearance of an area of 300 square metres or more of indigenous vegetation except where such clearance of indigenous vegetation 

is required for maintenance purposes undertaken in accordance with a maintenance management plan.  

h. North West  

iv. Critical biodiversity areas as identified in systematic biodiversity plans adopted by the competent authority.” 

 

DFFE requested Necsa and the EAP to summarise the activities that unfolded on the candidate site locations, in order for 

DFFE to then respond as to the most appropriate way forward in order to facilitate the speedy continuation of the S&EIR 

application process. Based on initial feedback, DFFE highlighted (subject to confirmation) that they did not foresee this as 

being a serious challenge as such activities are required to be undertaken by Necsa in order for Necsa to select a preferred 

site for the EIA.   

 

Herewith follows a brief overview of the geological and geotechnical investigation conducted on the 2 candidate sites. 

1. GCS Geotechnical (Pty) Ltd (GCS) was appointed by MC-SES to undertake the Part 1 geological characterisation of 

the 2 candidate sites. The Necsa terms of reference (ToR) included exploratory trenching on both candidate sites 

to determine if any “active” faults and/or other pertinent geological characteristics are present on the sites. In 

addition the Part 1 geotechnical/geophysical/ seismic assessments also require test pits as well as seismic 

assessments (use of geophones to determine the underlying geology) on the candidate sites. 

2. GCS undertook the Part 1 test pits and trenching on SL 1 and SL15 on 14 and 15 March 2023. Thereafter, the 

seismic specialists were to undertake their work. The seismic specialists then advised that they would need to 

clear vegetation on site in order to obtain accurate results, as the current dense and overgrown vegetation in 

conjunction with a slight breeze would cause considerable cultural noise which would negatively impact on the 

quality of the data to be acquired. They confirmed that they would need to clear a total of approximately 360m2 

of vegetation on the 2 candidate sites. MC and SES then advised that this additional vegetation clearing may not 

be possible as it may trigger the above-mentioned listed activity. 

3. Necsa requested MC-SES to undertake a site visit to confirm the extent of vegetation clearing associated with the 

preliminary geotechnical investigations. MC-SES then confirmed that the 300m2 threshold had, unfortunately, 

been exceeded with the test pits and trenching already undertaken. 

 

The project team has placed all further specialist investigation on the 2 candidate sites on hold, and requests guidance and 

clarification from the DFFE as to how to proceed and continue with the Phase 2 siting process as well as the S&EIR 

application process. No decisions on the preferred site can be made without supporting geotechnical/ geological and 

seismic assessment results. In addition, a robust EIA also cannot be undertaken without such specialist input. The 

Department’s guidance would be greatly appreciated and welcomed. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

* Electronically signed 

 

Mpho Manyabe  

Cell: 072 361 9527 
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