
ATMOSPHERIC EMISSION LICENCE (AEL) APPLICATION FOR THE ARXO METALS 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT (R&D) FACILITY LOCATED IN BRITS, NORTH WEST 

PROVINCE 

INVITATION TO REGISTER AS AN INTERESTED AND AFFECTED PARTY (I&AP) AND COMMENT ON THE 
PROJECT  

AEL Number: BPDM/ARXO/PAEL 4.1, 4.9 & 4.16/May 2025 
Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd Project Code: 202243 

Notice is given in terms Section 41 of Government Notice Regulation (GNR.) No. 982 in Government 
Gazette No. 38202 (04 December 2014), as amended, of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
Regulations, 2014, as amended, promulgated in terms of Section 24(5) and 44 of the of the National 
Environmental Management Act, 1998 (Act No.107 of 1998), as amended (NEMA); and Section 38(3)(b) 
of the National Environmental Management: Air Quality Act, 2004 (Act No. 39 of 2004) (NEMAQA), for 
the Air emissions License (AEL) Application, that Arxo Metals (Pty) Ltd (herein referred to as Arxo Metals) 
[Arxo Metals is owned by Tharisa Minerals (Pty) Ltd (Tharisa); and specialises in the research, 
development, design and manufacturing of ferroalloys, from smelting various ores) is intending to acquire 
an AEL for the existing Arxo Metals R&D Facility (herein referred to as AMRD).  

AMRD is located on number 15, Piet Pretorius Street, Brits i.e. Portion 0 of Erf 2236, Brits Extension 14, 
Registration Division JQ, within the Madibeng Local Municipality, Bojanala Platinum District Municipality 
(BDM), North West Province. Access to the site is from Piet Pretorius Street. The facility is within an 
urban area (an industrial node) and is surrounded by warehouses and businesses. The Erf portion on 
which the plant is situated is currently registered in the name of Autocast South Africa. 

Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd (MC) was appointed by Arxo Metals as an independent Environmental 
Assessment Practitioner (EAP) to undertake the Atmospheric Emission Licence (AEL) Application 
through a Scoping and Environmental Impact Reporting (S&EIR) process in terms of the NEMA and the 
NEMAQA, in order to obtain an Environmental Authorisation (EA) and an AEL, respectively. The EA and 
AEL applications were submitted to the North West Department of Economic Development, Environment, 
Conservation and Tourism (NW DEDECT) and the Bojanala District Municipality (BDM), respectively. 
The EA application was subsequently withdrawn, as the operation of the facility did not trigger any listed 
activities in terms of the NEMA EIA Regulations, 2014, as amended. In accordance with GNR 893 of 22 
November 2013 (Government Gazette 37054), as amended, and Section 21 of NEMAQA (Sub-
categories 4.1, 4.9, and 4.16), the AEL application process proceeded. A Provisional AEL (PAEL) was 
issued in terms of Sections 37, 40(1)(a), and 46 of NEMAQA on 20 February 2024, one year after the 
application was lodged on 20 February 2023. 

Updated application forms were submitted on 09 September 2024, followed by the submission of 
additional information on 30 September 2024, which included a correction to the number of stacks (six 
in total). As a result of this correction, and due to changes and decommissioning of certain facility units, 
an amended PAEL was issued on 09 October 2024, valid until 19 February 2025. 

A further application was submitted on 21 January 2025. The PAEL issued on 20 February 2024 was 
made available for public review from 13 March 2025 to 14 April 2025. The Public Participation Process 
(PPP) report was subsequently submitted to the BDM on 24 April 2025. An amended PAEL was issued 
on 08 May 2025, valid until 07 May 2026, which necessitated the submission of the current application. 
It should be noted that the present application is for an AEL with a validity period of five (5) years. 

Background Information Documents (BIDs) for the abovementioned project, which provide details on 
the project, are available for public review and comment from Friday, 06 March 2026 to Friday, 10 April 
2026 on MC’s website (www.manyabeconsultancy.com) and at the following public place: 

Location Contact person details Operating hours 

Madibeng Library  
51 Van Velden St, Brits, 0250 

Library Receptionist 
T: 012 318 9318 

Mon - Fri: 08h00 - 17h00 
Sat: 09h00 - 12h00 

BIDs and letters are being distributed to all identified I&APs, which have appended a Locality Map 
showing the locality of the project. I&APs are also invited to participate by providing written comments, 
having specified the above reference numbers and their contact details, to Mr. Fanny Mabasa at the 
below contact details on or before Friday, 10 April 2026: 

Manyabe Consultancy (Pty) Ltd: 
Corner Paul Smith Street and 10th Avenue, Unit 269, Ravenswood Mews, 
Boksburg North, 1459 
Tel: 011 863 1079 
Email: fanny@manyabeconsultancy.com 

 


